Greetings CAS community,

As we head into the holidays, | simply want to wish you all a happy season with
your friends and family, on behalf of the College of Arts and Sciences.

The end of the year always brings a lot of special times and moments that bring
to the forefront all that | value and love about Northeastern, our students, and
the work we do collectively among our faculty, staff, and administration to
educate people and improve life for everybody in this corner of the state.

As we close out CAS Connections for 2024, I’ll share a few end-of-the-year
highlights.

Certainly, our commencement ceremony never ceases to be a thrill, along with
the many other ceremonies we have at this time to celebrate our students’
achievements. In these ceremonies, the point of all the work of our students
and faculty becomes wonderfully evident. As Interim Dean, | am especially
careful to cherish my moments on stage with our students as they receive their
diplomas and enjoy their moment in the sun.

Also, here at Northeastern, you may know, many of our programs and Colleges
have year-end parties as the semester winds down to celebrate the holidays.
And our President, of course, treats the NEIU community to a wonderful holiday
meal and celebration. Seeing so many of my good colleagues in these more
relaxed settings is always gratifying and reinforces the powerful and close-knit
community that Northeastern is and that makes us such a wonderful learning
and teaching environment, enabling our students to have meaningful and
supportive relationships with our caring faculty.

And another year-end event that stands out is the production of Hundreds and
Hundreds of Stars at the Stage Center Theatre earlier this month. This
production was a collaboration between our theatre program and Teatro Vista,
a Latina-led theatre company located in Jefferson Park. Teatro Vista was
founded in 1990 to address the lack of opportunities for Latinx artists and other
artists of color, and to explore the new work of Latinx writers. Just as with our
collaboration with Silk Road Cultural Center last Spring in producing Black Bear
Island at the Stage Center Theater, Hundreds and Hundreds of Stars featured
professional actors from Teatro Vista’s company along with our student actors.
We have a profound sense of shared mission with Teatro Vista, and it was so
gratifying to witness their deep delight in partnering with us.

Our mission is to serve this region in every way possible with the resources we
have, so we encourage any community organization to reach out to us to
explore how we can serve you or how we can partner. Indeed, the CAS Deans
(Ken, Amanda, and Tim) had a great visit this week to Peterson Elementary
School just down the block from us, and we brainstormed the many ways we
could support their work and nurture their students’ learning experiences.

In the spirit of the holidays, let us extend our good will to you all. As always,
our doors are open to you!

All the best,
Tim Libretti
Interim Dean







What are your career goals?

My immediate career goal is to work as an analytical chemist for the Stepan
Company at their R&D facility in Northfield, IL. They don’t know this yet.
My overall career goal is to work as an analytical chemist, and to be good at
it. Some analytical chem jobs are rewarding and engaging; others can be
mind-numbingly repetitive. | figure the better | am at the work, the greater
my chances of eventually landing one of the former.

Analytical chemistry is by nature somewhat tedious and exacting, so you’ll

never escape that. But | do like to solve physical problems, fix things, restore
old tools, figure out cheaper ways to do things better, etc. I’'m happiest when
I’m MacGyvering. A job that incorporates some degree of that would be ideal.

What do you like about NEIU so far?

Being an adult “2nd degree” student (with two young boys at home), the
flexibility of the chemistry program at NEIU, and the helpful approach of the
faculty are what make this feasible for me. A lot of chem programs have a set,
rigid progression of classes, designed for traditional full-time college students.
While | see the merits of that, it would be overwhelming in my situation.

The professors I’ve had at NEIU also strike a good balance between rigor and
lenience. The physical sciences are not “Easy A” classes. If you get too
accommodating, you’re effectively no longer teaching Orgo or Physics. On the
other hand, if your class is nothing more than a Gaussian weed-wacker, or the
swimsuit-competition of an intelligence pageant, | would argue that the same
holds true. The professors here put a lot of thought and care into getting this
right.

I’ve also had the opportunity to do research with Dr. Brown-Xu on polymer
recycling. It was rewarding, hands-on, and | learned a lot. She gave us about
as much rope as you can give an undergrad working with halogenated solvents
and delicate six-figure instruments.

Is there anything else you'd like to share?

This course work has been more “intellectually satisfying” than | expected.
For example, physics turned out to be mind-opening (if you can bear to bomb
some tests). You finally understand why you’ve been taking all the trig and
calc classes. You see all these pieces of knowledge that formally seemed
disjointed and random start clicking together. Very cool.

Studying chemistry has also given me a less superficial understanding of what
“science” is, in general (I’m using the Francis Bacon definition here). For
example, the last time | thought about a hypothesis was in the 6th grade
science fair. But if we take science as a “record of things we know” (about the
physical nature of the universe), | now understand why a hypothesis is,
ultimately, central to the process. Science is the gold-standard of human
knowledge about the physical nature of universe because the currency of
science is proof.



Why did you choose English?

| study language, writing especially, because | think it is the most powerful
force in the world. | love to see people expand their voices and to look at
language and themselves in new ways. NEIU has been a great place for this
kind of work because of its diversity and the unique voices our students
bring to the world. | have learned more than | ever expected from them
and from the great faculty and staff at our university.

What do you like about NEIU?

I’ve been extremely lucky to be in a tenured position at NEIU. Tenure
provides a lot of freedom to think and to explore the relationships
between ideas and actions; it’s given me the opportunity to try—and both
succeed and fail at—many different sorts of projects and initiatives over my
27 years as a professor. It is one of the things all academics should have to
guarantee academic independence.

What part of your work are you most proud of?

Three of the things | am most proud of are working with the
Prison+Neighborhood Arts/Education Project and Erica Meiners to bring a
college degree program to Stateville Prison, helping to lead our
faculty/staff union, and working in Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality
Studies. Those experiences have reinforced for me the idea that education
needs to be responsive to politics and social inequities. They have helped
me think of schools as places for individual growth (however individual
students might define that term) and as places to imagine and initiate
social change, even as we also help students find the careers they need to
make it in the world as it exists today. We know, though, that we don't
have to settle for the world as it is, and that keeps our work exciting.








https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/zU0_6h0FQUbbrCy1TFmGFw~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpRsi4P0UgZDRhODVjZGY2MTI2YWY0ZjU1NzE4MDI3YTJkN2YxNTREOGh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5laXUuZWR1L2FsdW1uaS1hbmQtZ2l2aW5nL3N1cHBvcnQtY3VzcC1mdW5kVwVzcGNldUIKZ1W4Q2RnkaNU3FIMY2FzQG5laXUuZWR1WAQAAGvw

Five NEIU students—Paulina Garcia, Sana Habiya, LaWannah Boyden, Zubia
Zainab, and Noel Bosco—participated in the Science Communication Project
over the Fall semester where they prepared projects, received mentorship,
and attended workshops on how to communicate science topics. On December
7th, they hosted their first event at the Budlong Public Library where they
connected with the local community and shared many key science concepts
with the public.

This group is led by the Student Center for Science Engagement STEM Advisor
Luke Devereux and Biology faculty member Dr. Beth Reinke. The program will
continue in the spring and students will receive a stipend for participation
thanks to the ARCOS grant. If you have questions or are interested please
contact L-Devereux@neiu.edu.

If you see these students around, congratulate them on their great work as
scientists and community members!


https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/29L9umGyOihlOPbSjegA4g~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpRsi4P0UgMzYyYzJiYTZjZmQwOGFlZTAwMGZmN2NkMzZhMDFiMTJEOmh0dHBzOi8vbmVpdS5jbzEucXVhbHRyaWNzLmNvbS9qZmUvZm9ybS9TVl9lRnFVNTJpUldjTlY0THNXBXNwY2V1QgpnVbhDZGeRo1TcUgxjYXNAbmVpdS5lZHVYBAAAa_A~

On Sunday, December 15th, 2024, NEIU held its fall commencement ceremony.
Among those to walk were many accomplished College of Arts and Sciences
graduates who will now join the ranks of our network of successful alumni. We
in the CAS would like to congratulate these graduates on their dedication,
perseverance, and success as they take these next great steps in their journey.

And graduates, as you move on from NEIU, don’t forget to take the Office of
Institutional Research and Assessment’s graduation exit survey, open now
through January 3rd. This survey will help the IRA understand your satisfaction
with your major programs and give us valuable information about your post-
graduation plans.

Once again, congratulations!

Click here to take the exit survey


https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/29L9umGyOihlOPbSjegA4g~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpRsi4P0UgMzYyYzJiYTZjZmQwOGFlZTAwMGZmN2NkMzZhMDFiMTJEOmh0dHBzOi8vbmVpdS5jbzEucXVhbHRyaWNzLmNvbS9qZmUvZm9ybS9TVl9lRnFVNTJpUldjTlY0THNXBXNwY2V1QgpnVbhDZGeRo1TcUgxjYXNAbmVpdS5lZHVYBAAAa_A~

To our community: thank you, thank you, thank you!
Because of you, our Giving Tuesday campaign was a HUGE
success!

We exceeded our $5,000 goal and raised $7,521.09! This
was a recording-breaking day in the CAS and we are
delighted and honored that you see the value in investing
in NEIU students. Thank you so much for your support and
belief in the mission.

If you missed #GivingTuesday, you’re not too late! We are
still raising money for our College Undergraduate Scholars
Program (CUSP). There's still time to maximize your gift—if
we take in another $7,500 by the end of year, we have a
donor who will pledge an additional $5,000! Click the link
below to learn more and support our cause.

With so much gratitude and on behalf of our students, we
thank you!



https://www.neiu.edu/academics/college-of-arts-and-sciences/cusp-college-undergraduate-scholars-program

The 82 is the creative writing minor's reading series, featuring distinguished
Chicago writers of all genres, Northeastern faculty writers, and Northeastern
student writers. The series hosts four to six events per academic year, and is
named after the CTA’'s Kimball bus line, which gets many Chicagoans to our
Main Campus and El Centro locations.

Every term, the series includes a special Student Edition, which is open to
writers making work within NEIU’s creative writing classes. This term’s event
was a huge success! Thank you to everyone who attended, and great job to
every one who read their work.





https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/7aUR-jFKhKx9Vg7eeXCSTw~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpRsi4P0UgYWYzNzZiZGY3NGYzZmQ2OGE1YzY1ODYzMTliODBhM2ZEZ2h0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5laXUuZWR1L2FjYWRlbWljcy9jb2xsZWdlLW9mLWFydHMtYW5kLXNjaWVuY2VzL2N1c3AtY29sbGVnZS11bmRlcmdyYWR1YXRlLXNjaG9sYXJzLXByb2dyYW1XBXNwY2V1QgpnVbhDZGeRo1TcUgxjYXNAbmVpdS5lZHVYBAAAa_A~

ADD SUSTAINABILITY,
GEOGRAPHY, AND MAPPING TO
YOUR RESUME SKILLS

Enroll in these Spring
2025 Classes!

Open to all majors!

GES 374 Research Methods:
Hybrid M 7:05-9:45pm

(conduct a social science research
project)

GES 345 Medical Geography:
Hybrid W 7:05-9:45pm
(spatial / ecologic aspects of disease)

Policy _and Politics: Hybrid T & TH 1:40-
2:55pm

*engaged learning boundary crossing™
(climate policy, mitigation, adaptation)

GES 308 Conservation Psychology:
Hybrid T & TH 12:15-1:30pm
*engaged learning boundary crossing™
(env. values, attitudes, behavior)

GES 359 Environmental Planning:
TH 7:05-9:45pm

(land use, resource planning, tools for
ecologically-sound planning)

GES 391 Intro to GIS:

Hybrid T 7:05-9:45pm

*engaged learning boundary crossing*
(mapping data, research, display)

GES 360 Environmental Justice and
Activism: Hybrid Fridays 9-11:50am
(equity, grassroots action, organizing)

GES 328 Wildlife Resource
Management: Saturday 9-11:15am
(values, conservation principles, policy)

GES 337 Cultural Geography: Online
(cultural landscape of various world
regions)

GES 390 Remote Sensing and Digital
Image Processing: Online

(remotely detected data methods /
interpretation)



https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/dFYFFHhl6UZKXTMbHVwYhw~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpRsi4P0UgZTE5ZGUwNjQwYjAxNWQ1MzMxYTc5YTgwMGI5YWRhOWREY2h0dHBzOi8vZG9jcy5nb29nbGUuY29tL2Zvcm1zL2QvZS8xRkFJcFFMU2MyYVZxQ3VHZnRpdEFPTVdkUGFONUJFRVVOSU4wMS1IbzZScl9HMWlDcXlibmlOQS92aWV3Zm9ybVcFc3BjZXVCCmdVuENkZ5GjVNxSDGNhc0BuZWl1LmVkdVgEAABr8A~~



https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/dFYFFHhl6UZKXTMbHVwYhw~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpRsi4P0UgZTE5ZGUwNjQwYjAxNWQ1MzMxYTc5YTgwMGI5YWRhOWREY2h0dHBzOi8vZG9jcy5nb29nbGUuY29tL2Zvcm1zL2QvZS8xRkFJcFFMU2MyYVZxQ3VHZnRpdEFPTVdkUGFONUJFRVVOSU4wMS1IbzZScl9HMWlDcXlibmlOQS92aWV3Zm9ybVcFc3BjZXVCCmdVuENkZ5GjVNxSDGNhc0BuZWl1LmVkdVgEAABr8A~~

Apply today for the Kosciuszko Foundation Tuition Scholarships!

The KF Tuition Scholarships support American students of Polish descent pursuing full-time undergraduate
and graduate studies at colleges and universities in the United States and English Schools of Medicine in
Poland.

Scholarships ranging from $1,000 to $12,000 are awarded on a competitive basis for one academic year.

Funding is for full-time studies. Scholarships are for the Fall 2025 - Spring 2026 academic year. All fields and
majors are eligible.

Deadline for application and supporting materials: February 17, 2025

Click here for more information



https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/gHvL80x2mbj5tblKImMyHA~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpRsi4P0UgZWQyMTc0MTc0Njc2NzQ4YTlhYzBmOTFmMTNhM2NhNzhEZWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5laXUuZWR1L2FjYWRlbWljcy9jb2xsZWdlLW9mLWFydHMtYW5kLXNjaWVuY2VzL2NvbGxlZ2Utb2YtYXJ0cy1hbmQtc2NpZW5jZXMtc2Nob2xhcnNoaXBzVwVzcGNldUIKZ1W4Q2RnkaNU3FIMY2FzQG5laXUuZWR1WAQAAGvw
https://thekf.org/scholarship/tuition-scholarships/

Apply for the

SUMMER MERIT
SCHOLARSHIP

Applications are due February 1st, 2025

The College of Arts and Sciences provides a limited number of Merit Tuition Scholarships for interested and
deserving undergraduates (Second Bachelor’s candidates are not eligible) within the College of Arts and
Sciences. These scholarships are generally granted for three to six credit hours and students must be
enrolled at least half-time. Scholarships will be granted on the basis of the student’s intended major,
status, intended Career/Educational Goals, transcripts and/or ACT/SAT scores, and letter of
recommendation.

To be considered for selection, applicants must meet the following criteria:

¢ Transfer and NEIU continuing students must have a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.25.

¢ Students who have earned 45 credit hours at NEIU must be declared majors in the College of Arts and
Sciences. Transfer students with over 45 total hours must declare their major in the College of Arts
and Sciences by their second semester at NEIU.

¢ Entering Freshmen must be in the top 15% of their graduating class or have a minimum ACT score of
24 or SAT of 1110.

Applicants must submit a complete application including:

¢ The name and email address of a faculty member who has agreed to complete a faculty
recommendation form.

This award may be withdrawn in instances of substantiated academic misconduct or other violations of
University standards pertaining to proper student conduct.

Application Deadlines:

¢ Fall: May 15
e Spring: October 1
e Summer: February 1

The College Merit Tuition Scholarship Committee will review all applications and notify applicants
approximately one month after the application deadline. Incomplete applications will not be considered.

Awards to prospective and declared majors in the College of Arts and Sciences are highly competitive with
the College intent on awarding to the most deserving students.

Click here to learn more


https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/gHvL80x2mbj5tblKImMyHA~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpRsi4P0UgZWQyMTc0MTc0Njc2NzQ4YTlhYzBmOTFmMTNhM2NhNzhEZWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5laXUuZWR1L2FjYWRlbWljcy9jb2xsZWdlLW9mLWFydHMtYW5kLXNjaWVuY2VzL2NvbGxlZ2Utb2YtYXJ0cy1hbmQtc2NpZW5jZXMtc2Nob2xhcnNoaXBzVwVzcGNldUIKZ1W4Q2RnkaNU3FIMY2FzQG5laXUuZWR1WAQAAGvw



https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/7aUR-jFKhKx9Vg7eeXCSTw~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpRsi4P0UgYWYzNzZiZGY3NGYzZmQ2OGE1YzY1ODYzMTliODBhM2ZEZ2h0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5laXUuZWR1L2FjYWRlbWljcy9jb2xsZWdlLW9mLWFydHMtYW5kLXNjaWVuY2VzL2N1c3AtY29sbGVnZS11bmRlcmdyYWR1YXRlLXNjaG9sYXJzLXByb2dyYW1XBXNwY2V1QgpnVbhDZGeRo1TcUgxjYXNAbmVpdS5lZHVYBAAAa_A~
https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/zU0_6h0FQUbbrCy1TFmGFw~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpRsi4P0UgZDRhODVjZGY2MTI2YWY0ZjU1NzE4MDI3YTJkN2YxNTREOGh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5laXUuZWR1L2FsdW1uaS1hbmQtZ2l2aW5nL3N1cHBvcnQtY3VzcC1mdW5kVwVzcGNldUIKZ1W4Q2RnkaNU3FIMY2FzQG5laXUuZWR1WAQAAGvw
https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/PFgnJTHhB8crT2wlJOtxEQ~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpRsi4P0UgNWQ0OTFkNTg2OTAwYTU5ZTM0ZTY1ZDVkODZmZGNkNmFEXGh0dHBzOi8vZG9jcy5nb29nbGUuY29tL2RvY3VtZW50L2QvMW9FX2FmQjNUSGZROWhrUW5GTEl6MjJGbE9wT21fVGZnNUpCQjF3aGZ4bUEvZWRpdD90YWI9dC4wVwVzcGNldUIKZ1W4Q2RnkaNU3FIMY2FzQG5laXUuZWR1WAQAAGvw

JTOIN OUR
FUN®RAISING TEAM

You don’t have to donate to help us meet our goal of raising $150,000
to support the meaningful research and creative activities experiences
for our students that we know launch them to success.

If we take in another $7,500 by the end of year, we have a donor
who will pledge an additional $5,000!

You can simply join our fundraising team and help spread the story and
attract donors with our easy-to-use CUSP fundraising toolkit, which
gives tips on using social media to share the story and provides student
testimonials to share with your audiences. Our students are the best
advocates in explaining why supporting them is a great return on
investment!

Let’s do this! If we get all of you sharing our student stories and news
of our campaign, we can easily reach our goal with everybody just
raising a little bit! The toolkit explains it all and shows just how easy
it is to help out.

So join the CUSP Campaign!

Click here to access our fundraising toolkit!



https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/7aUR-jFKhKx9Vg7eeXCSTw~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpRsi4P0UgYWYzNzZiZGY3NGYzZmQ2OGE1YzY1ODYzMTliODBhM2ZEZ2h0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5laXUuZWR1L2FjYWRlbWljcy9jb2xsZWdlLW9mLWFydHMtYW5kLXNjaWVuY2VzL2N1c3AtY29sbGVnZS11bmRlcmdyYWR1YXRlLXNjaG9sYXJzLXByb2dyYW1XBXNwY2V1QgpnVbhDZGeRo1TcUgxjYXNAbmVpdS5lZHVYBAAAa_A~
https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/zU0_6h0FQUbbrCy1TFmGFw~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpRsi4P0UgZDRhODVjZGY2MTI2YWY0ZjU1NzE4MDI3YTJkN2YxNTREOGh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5laXUuZWR1L2FsdW1uaS1hbmQtZ2l2aW5nL3N1cHBvcnQtY3VzcC1mdW5kVwVzcGNldUIKZ1W4Q2RnkaNU3FIMY2FzQG5laXUuZWR1WAQAAGvw
https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/PFgnJTHhB8crT2wlJOtxEQ~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpRsi4P0UgNWQ0OTFkNTg2OTAwYTU5ZTM0ZTY1ZDVkODZmZGNkNmFEXGh0dHBzOi8vZG9jcy5nb29nbGUuY29tL2RvY3VtZW50L2QvMW9FX2FmQjNUSGZROWhrUW5GTEl6MjJGbE9wT21fVGZnNUpCQjF3aGZ4bUEvZWRpdD90YWI9dC4wVwVzcGNldUIKZ1W4Q2RnkaNU3FIMY2FzQG5laXUuZWR1WAQAAGvw

CONTACTS

College of Arts and Sciences Dean's Office

cas@neiu.edu « 773-442-5700
Bernard Brommel Hall 158
5500 N. St. Louis Ave
Chicago, IL 60625

Tim Libretti

Interim Dean
t-libretti@neiu.edu

Ken Voglesonger
Acting Associate Dean
k-voglesonger@neiu.edu

Amanda Dykema-Engblade
Acting Associate Dean
a-dykema-engblade@neiu.edu

Bruce (Alan) Mace
Business Manager
b-mace@neiu.edu

David Nissim-Sabat
Director of Pre-Professional Advising
d-nissimsabat@neiu.edu

Peter Goldman
Administrative Assistant/Contracts Administrator
p-goldman@neiu.edu

Debra Williams
Student and Faculty Program Support Specialist
d-williams28@neiu.edu

Leah Lewis
Program Assistant
I-lewis23@neiu.edu

Pre-Professional Advising information

CAS Website
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