
Greetings CAS Community,

Welcome to another vibrant edition of CAS Connections! We always love to share with 
you the many exciting developments in our programs and the accomplishments of 
faculty, staff, students, and alumni.

In the College of Arts and Sciences (CAS), we prepare our students for rewarding and 
meaningful lives that will have an impact in the world through the work they do and 
the ways in which they participate in their communities. Our liberal arts and sciences 
curriculum encourages students to explore the realm of possibilities that exist in our 
offerings and find and pursue their passions. Our students can be confident that the 
knowledge they gain and the skills they cultivate will prepare them for a rewarding 
professional life.

The CAS Career Readiness initiative is all about helping students understand—and 
providing them with the language to articulate—how what they learn across the 
liberal arts and sciences curriculum sets them up for success by giving them the very 
skills and abilities that employers seek, regardless of their major. We know it’s not 
always clear to students how what they learn in their English or Sociology class 
actually equips them with marketable job skills. Students may wonder, for example, if 
they study history, does that mean they’ll be a historian? Or if they major in biology, 
do they have to become a doctor? In the CAS, we teach students not only the subject 
they choose, but also how to learn, and this equips our students to be prepared for a 
variety of careers in an ever-changing work landscape. 

We help students understand the Core Competencies they are acquiring and honing so 
they can see the full array of knowledge and skill sets they bring to the table, 
knowing that these skills are in demand. This isn’t just our belief—this is what 
employers tell us is important to be successful and competitive in their careers.

CAS Core Competencies

Certainly we know that the liberal arts and sciences cultivate broad-minded, well-
rounded, and free-thinking individuals who help us sustain a democratic and humane 
society. It is these very elements that also prepare our students for rewarding careers 
and to do the meaningful work of the world.
As you read our newsletter, we hope you keep in mind these many dimensions of the 
College of Arts and Sciences and how we help students leverage their passions into 
rewarding professions for the benefit of all.

All the best,
Tim Libretti
Interim Dean

https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/v3ns_4xcsNwlBUirjSo8lw~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpH4UzP0UgZWY2M2VkNzhkNzNiMTFhNzI2M2FjNWU0MmY3YTZlNzZEMGh0dHBzOi8vbmVpdS1jYXMubXkuY2FudmEuc2l0ZS9jb3JlLWNvbXBldGVuY2llc1cFc3BjZXVCCmc8MwA9Z_n2Q1tSDGNhc0BuZWl1LmVkdVgEAABr8A~~
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What are your career goals?
I would like to complete a Master's in Library & Information Science in order to become a 
Librarian. I really want to have a job in which I'm in service to the community but also where 
my love for books and knowledge is useful.

What do you like about NEIU so far?
I love NEIU! I love how many of the courses being offered are accessible to people with 
different lifestyles, and not just the "traditional college student." As someone who is back in 
college after discontinuing my education over a decade ago, I appreciate the option of taking 
online, hybrid, and/or in person classes. I've also had some incredible professors that I am 
grateful to have learned from. 

What else should we know about you?
 I work at one of the last remaining feminist bookstores in the U.S.! And I play drums and 
would like to start a band (just in case anyone who reads this wants to be in a band).

Is there anything else you want to share? 
"All that you touch, you change. All that you change changes you. The only lasting truth is 
change." -Octavia Butler



What are your research interests?

I have been at NEIU since 1997. I am currently chair of World Languages and Cultures, 
ELP, SAELL and TESOL as well as coordinator of the Peace Corps Prep Certificate Program. 
I am a Romance Linguist with interests in dialectology of Spanish and regional literature 
with eye dialect: literatura campesina y literatura minera. In grad school, I was pursuing a 
Ph.D. in literature and began taking linguistics courses to complement my literary 
analyses, and then decided to switch to a linguistics Ph.D. and so I am able to blend both 
fields together—my dissertation was an empirical study involving 350 students and I 
analyzed how their cultural background influenced their reading comprehension and 
interpretation in Spanish. 

What is your favorite thing about NEIU?

My favorite thing about NEIU is the students. We have such interesting students who are 
eager to learn and it is rewarding to see the impact that our graduates make in the 
community. Many of our undergraduates come back for our grad programs and that is a 
testament to us and the work that we all do here. Working at NEIU is a labor of love; I 
have seen NEIU change dramatically over the last 27 years and I have adapted to those 
changes. We are in a good place right now with strong leadership, but we still need to put 
in a lot of effort and I like to believe that I positively contribute to the well-being of our 
community here. 

What are your hobbies?

I love all animals! I adopt as many rescue animals as I can. I have one TNR (Trap-Neuter-
Release Program) cat (the ones with the notch on their ear) and two rescue dogs. 
However, apart from the domesticated animals, I love the great apes. I am a strong 
advocate for their protection from human intervention/habitat loss. Orangutans are my 
favorite and I have promised myself that I will take a trip to Borneo to see the orangutans 
in sanctuary. I sponsor one orangutan, named Kopral, in Borneo on a sanctuary island and I 
sponsor two chimpanzees, Kareem and Gracie, in Georgia under the care of Project 
Chimps. I probably should have become a primatologist. I proudly carry my green BOS 
(Borneo Orangutan Survival)  Foundation water bottle to all NEIU meetings. A word of 
warning from my (loving?) son: "Don't let my mom trap you in a conversation about the 
apes, you'll be sorry!"



 What did your educational paths look like? 

When we were attending NEIU in its first four years [at the present campus] from 1961 
to 1965 when it was Chicago Teacher’s College North (CTCN), every student was only 
being prepared to be elementary or high school teachers. Consequently, EVERY student 
had Education as their Minor and then picked a non-Education Major. In the early and 
mid-1960's, this was considered an educational innovation when other teacher 
preparation programs at other colleges had students major in Education. 

Judi’s degrees: B.A. in music history with a minor in education from CTCN (NEIU); M.A. in 
reading from Roosevelt University; M.A. in English as a second language (ESL) from 
Indiana University Northwest.

Steve’s degrees: B.A. in history with a minor in education from CTCN (NEIU); M.A. (and 
ABD) in history from the University of Chicago.

What are you doing now?

Judi: After being an elementary school teacher in the Chicago Public Schools from 1966 
to 2003, Judi has been involved in a number of volunteer activities. She does 
programming for Alzheimer’s and dementia patients at an Adult Day Care Center in 
Valparaiso, Indiana once a week. She delivers Meals on Wheels to shut-ins once a week. 
Finally, she volunteers twice a month at a local food pantry. She has done babysitting for 
our three grandchildren (who are now 17, 12 and 9) when they were very young.

Steve: After teaching U.S., Modern World, and African History, and being an Academic 
Advisor for History, Social Studies Teaching, and Political Science majors for 10 years at 
Purdue University Northwest (both Hammond and Westville campuses) from 1991 to 
2022, I have been an Adjunct Instructor teaching a two-semester sequence in African 
History at Prairie State College in Chicago Heights, Illinois. Both Judi and I have been 
Board members at Temple Israel in Gary, Indiana for a number of years. I have been the 
Co-Chair of the Social Action Committee of Temple Israel for the last decade helping 
organize various multi-racial and interreligious activities.

What do you remember about your time at CTCN (NEIU)?

Steve: 
- CTCN only had 2,100 students when we were there in the early and mid-1960's. A good
aspect of being a "small" school, you felt you got to know a lot of the students, despite
the fact that we were a commuter school and a lot of students left after their last class
to go to part-time jobs.
- Because we were solely a teachers college, preparing us for a female dominated
profession, 80% of CTCN's student body were women. The early and mid-160's was still a
decade before Title IX and its requirements for female inter-collegiate sports.
Consequently, CTCN had NO inter-collegiate sports against other schools. We had no
football, basketball, or any other games to go to, unlike our friends who went to other
colleges.
- I was fortunate to have Professor June Sochen as the instructor in several of my history
courses and she showed me how the study and teaching of history could be stimulating
and challenging.

Judi:
- I remember Professor Harold Berlinger, who taught many of my Music History courses
and who was a great professor.
- The gym was not finished, so we had a lot of non-athletic choices to meet our physical
education requirements. I took Bridge and I still play twice a month.

Do you have any advice for current students?

Steve: Be prepared for multiple careers. Unlike Judi, who had one employer in her 
career, after my first college teaching job was eliminated, I worked in city and federal 
government jobs for around 20 years, before returning to college teaching in my 40's 
(part-time) and 50's (full-time).

Is there anything else we should know about you?

We have two sons in their 50's. After our last child graduated from college in 1997, and 
we had no more tuitions to pay, we have been fortunate to go on overseas trips nearly 
every year. We have been to the vast majority of European countries, Africa three times, 
Asia twice and South America once. Also, we graduated together in December, 1965 
from CTCN and got married in August, 1966. We have lived in first Miller Beach and now 
Ogden Dunes in Northwest Indiana since 1973. We celebrated our 58th wedding 
anniversary this year.



"This summer research opportunity was a crucial turning point in my 
academic path, affirming my choice to pursue an MD-PhD program. By 
engaging in practical scientific investigation, I managed to connect basic 
research with its possible clinical uses. This encounter enhanced my ability 
to analyze and solve problems, while also deepening my understanding of 
the significant effect research can have on patient outcomes. It inspired 
me to pursue a profession that integrates caring for patients with 
innovative research, enabling me to make an impact on both scientific
findings and practical medical progress. This experience, coupled with 
NEIU’s welcoming and inspiring environment, has made my transition as a 
transfer student from India incredibly enriching, further fueling my drive 
to contribute meaningfully to the field of medicine."

Click here to support students like Krishna!

The College of Arts and Sciences aims to raise $150,000 for 
the College Undergraduate Scholars Program

(CUSP). This program will support student research and 
creative opportunities that are vital to student success. But 
don’t just take it from us—see what one of our students has 

to say about their CAS-funded experience: 

https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/1e-SSiIHKs0GAwGXtZ12oA~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpH4UzP0UgOGI2YzA0MGFmYjE5Mzg4YzdlOGQ2NzBlNmJiZWQ1MWZEOGh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5laXUuZWR1L2FsdW1uaS1hbmQtZ2l2aW5nL3N1cHBvcnQtY3VzcC1mdW5kVwVzcGNldUIKZzwzAD1n-fZDW1IMY2FzQG5laXUuZWR1WAQAAGvw


At the end of October, 33 students and 8 members of faculty and staff traveled to the SACNAS 
2024 NDiSTEM Conference in Phoenix, Arizona. The students come from a wide variety of 
majors, including Psychology, Computer Science, Math, Physics, Biology, and Chemistry. Of these 
students, eight received travel awards to attend the conference, and most of the students 
participated in the SCSE Summer Research program. There were also students in attendance who 
participated in research with the ARCOS STEM Academy, USDA, CASA, and Northwestern SROP 
programs. 

Two students, Christina Esparza-Cassidy (Psychology) and Michael Noonan (Chemistry), won 
awards for their poster presentations at the conference. Also, Associate Professor of 
Mathematics Dr. Joe Hibdon won a Presidential Service Award for his dedication and impact in 
advancing STEM diversity and inclusion. 

Congratulations to the award winners and to everyone who attended the conference! 

















Take the survey here!

https://heds.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3mBvolLu5idwqKa




Anth 367: 

Cars& 

Vehicular Cultures 

Winter 2025 / Online 

From design, performance, and safety, the sociomaterial 

significance of motor vehicles is integral to modern life. 

Whether a coming of age vessel or transportation 

technology, cars mobilize agency, often mediating feelings of 

nostalgia, fantasy, wonder, and even terror. 

This accelerated winter course examines the global 

history, development, and diversity of car cultures. 

Drawing from ethnographic research on vehicular 

subcultures and the automobile as a designed object, 

topics range from hot rods, land yachts, and e-cars, to 

traffic, rideshares, and autonomous vehicles. 

Learning activities involve participating and observing 

people and cars, and a car advertisement analysis project. 

Come take the ride! 







The College of Arts and Sciences provides a limited number of Merit Tuition Scholarships for 
interested and deserving undergraduates (Second Bachelor’s candidates are not eligible) within the 
College of Arts and Sciences. These scholarships are generally granted for three to six credit 
hours and students must be enrolled at least half-time. Scholarships will be granted on the basis 
of the student’s intended major, status, intended Career/Educational Goals, transcripts and/or 
ACT/SAT scores, and letter of recommendation.

To be considered for selection, applicants must meet the following criteria

• Transfer and NEIU continuing students must have a minimum cumulative GPA of 3.25.
• Students who have earned 45 credit hours at NEIU must be declared majors in the College of 

Arts and Sciences. Transfer students with over 45 total hours must declare their major in the 
College of Arts and Sciences by their second semester at NEIU.

• Entering Freshmen must be in the top 15% of their graduating class or have a minimum ACT 
score of 24 or SAT of 1110.

•
Applicants must submit a complete application including:

• The name and email address of a faculty member who has agreed to complete a faculty 
recommendation form.

This award may be withdrawn in instances of substantiated academic misconduct or other 
violations of University standards pertaining to proper student conduct.

Application Deadlines:

• Fall: May 15
• Spring: October 1
• Summer: February 1

The College Merit Tuition Scholarship Committee will review all applications and notify applicants 
approximately one month after the application deadline. Incomplete applications will not be 
considered.

Awards to prospective and declared majors in the College of Arts and Sciences are highly 
competitive with the College intent on awarding to the most deserving students.

Click here to learn more

https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/6ouk_MTPH2CdxNnq_HniEg~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpH4UzP0UgMzA5M2RjMDRmZTg4OGNhYTBlMmZmODM4NGZkM2ZiNjZEZWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5laXUuZWR1L2FjYWRlbWljcy9jb2xsZWdlLW9mLWFydHMtYW5kLXNjaWVuY2VzL2NvbGxlZ2Utb2YtYXJ0cy1hbmQtc2NpZW5jZXMtc2Nob2xhcnNoaXBzVwVzcGNldUIKZzwzAD1n-fZDW1IMY2FzQG5laXUuZWR1WAQAAGvw
https://www.neiu.edu/academics/college-of-arts-and-sciences/college-of-arts-and-sciences-scholarships


What is CUSP?
CUSP stands for College Undergraduate Scholars Program. The 
College of Arts and Sciences (CAS) is raising money to provide 
students with valuable research and creative opportunities they 
would not otherwise have. We empower students on the CUSP of 
success!

What does the CUSP do? 
Each year, the College of Arts and Sciences funds dozens of student-
faculty research projects and creative endeavors and sends our 
students to national conferences and exhibitions to present their 
work. Our students routinely win awards at these events, receiving 
recognition for their work and standing out from students from all 
over the nation.

What’s the benefit? 
These research and creative opportunities build confidence and 
capacity in our students and help them realize they can positively 
impact the world through the learning they are doing with College of 
Arts and Sciences faculty.

Why donate?
We want to create a sustainable funding stream to support student 
research projects, creative endeavors, student conference and 
exhibition travel, and more. With enough support, we can fund any 
project a student can dream up! 

Learn more about CUSP here

Donate here!

https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/H3pJ_dHL4ZbXcO_njenaHg~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpH4UzP0UgMmMzMjExY2U4M2I1NTdhYmM3ODExZTdlMjQwZmJhM2FEZ2h0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5laXUuZWR1L2FjYWRlbWljcy9jb2xsZWdlLW9mLWFydHMtYW5kLXNjaWVuY2VzL2N1c3AtY29sbGVnZS11bmRlcmdyYWR1YXRlLXNjaG9sYXJzLXByb2dyYW1XBXNwY2V1QgpnPDMAPWf59kNbUgxjYXNAbmVpdS5lZHVYBAAAa_A~
https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/1e-SSiIHKs0GAwGXtZ12oA~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpH4UzP0UgOGI2YzA0MGFmYjE5Mzg4YzdlOGQ2NzBlNmJiZWQ1MWZEOGh0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5laXUuZWR1L2FsdW1uaS1hbmQtZ2l2aW5nL3N1cHBvcnQtY3VzcC1mdW5kVwVzcGNldUIKZzwzAD1n-fZDW1IMY2FzQG5laXUuZWR1WAQAAGvw


You don’t have to donate to help us meet our goal of raising $150,000 to 
support the meaningful research and creative activities experiences for our 
students that we know launch them to success.

You can simply join our fundraising team and help spread the story and attract 
donors with our easy-to-use CUSP fundraising toolkit, which gives tips on using 
social media to share the story and provides student testimonials to share with 
your audiences. Our students are the best advocates in explaining why 
supporting them is a great return on investment!

As we approach Giving Tuesday on December 3rd, please consider helping out.

We have already raised $38,000, AND we have 
a donorwho will pledge $5,000 if we can raise 
$15,000 by the end of the year.

Let’s do this! If we get all of you sharing our student stories and news of our 
campaign, we can easily reach our goal with everybody just raising a little bit! 
The toolkit explains it all and shows just how easy it is to help out.

So join the CUSP Campaign!

Click here to access our fundraising toolkit!

https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/wWF9DfjLEZHLAx3HJxsHuQ~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpH4UzP0UgNzA5NDc3YTdlZTA0NzA5NmMyM2YyOTc5ZWY1MWM2YWVEXGh0dHBzOi8vZG9jcy5nb29nbGUuY29tL2RvY3VtZW50L2QvMW9FX2FmQjNUSGZROWhrUW5GTEl6MjJGbE9wT21fVGZnNUpCQjF3aGZ4bUEvZWRpdD90YWI9dC4wVwVzcGNldUIKZzwzAD1n-fZDW1IMY2FzQG5laXUuZWR1WAQAAGvw
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oE_afB3THfQ9hkQnFLIz22FlOpOm_Tfg5JBB1whfxmA/edit?usp=sharing
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Ken Voglesonger
Acting Associate Dean

k-voglesonger@neiu.edu

Amanda Dykema-Engblade
Acting Associate Dean

a-dykema-engblade@neiu.edu

Bruce (Alan) Mace
Business Manager
b-mace@neiu.edu

David Nissim-Sabat
Director of Pre-Professional Advising

d-nissimsabat@neiu.edu

Peter Goldman
Administrative Assistant/Contracts Administrator

p-goldman@neiu.edu

Debra Williams
Student and Faculty Program Support Specialist

d-williams28@neiu.edu

Leah Lewis
Program Assistant
l-lewis23@neiu.edu

Pre-Professional Advising information

CAS Website

https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/_b6eitlPkmxymuD_frVowQ~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpH4UzP0UgYWExMTk0NmIxM2Y3NGYzMzlhNDY5OGY3MzYzOGI5ODBEO2h0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lm5laXUuZWR1L2FjYWRlbWljcy9jb2xsZWdlLW9mLWFydHMtYW5kLXNjaWVuY2VzVwVzcGNldUIKZzwzAD1n-fZDW1IMY2FzQG5laXUuZWR1WAQAAGvw
https://www.neiu.edu/academics/college-of-arts-and-sciences/pre-professional-advising


Click here to SUBSCRIBE to CAS Connections!

mailto:l-lewis23@neiu.edu
https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/vAlDj9LV3ZO2DVsCjK7nTg~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpH4UzP0UgYzI5MTg1OWQ3YTYyN2RlZjhjMWY2Mzg4ZDUyNmEyNTJEKWh0dHA6Ly9uZWl1LmVkdS9wcmUtcHJvZmVzc2lvbmFsLWFkdmlzaW5nVwVzcGNldUIKZzwzAD1n-fZDW1IMY2FzQG5laXUuZWR1WAQAAGvw
https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/mnvbnDhiBihJDJDUaJyrpg~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpH4UzP0UgN2ExOGQ1ODI2Y2Y4NTgzOTNmMTUwNDc3OTM0YmUwY2VELWh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhY2Vib29rLmNvbS9ORUlVQXJ0c2FuZFNjaWVuY2VzL1cFc3BjZXVCCmc8MwA9Z_n2Q1tSDGNhc0BuZWl1LmVkdVgEAABr8A~~
https://eot.neiu.edu/f/a/7r3_J7smFAntqEQaCXCkEA~~/AAAHUQA~/RgRpH4UzP0UgYmZmNDdkNGMzYmRiMTE0ZWQyNTE5NDM2NjcyODk3Y2JEI2h0dHBzOi8vd3d3Lmluc3RhZ3JhbS5jb20vbmVpdV9jYXMvVwVzcGNldUIKZzwzAD1n-fZDW1IMY2FzQG5laXUuZWR1WAQAAGvw
https://bit.ly/CASconnectionsSUB
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